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ed at any point of tune is a result more of the relative
strength of the two parties than of the requirements of the
situation. It was, however, a measure of Romesh Dutt's
faith in the goodwill of the British Government that he
believed that progressive transfer of power was possible in
the interests of the country. This faith was entirely con-
sistent with his view that the British connection was basi-
cally good, and all that was needed was for the Indian point
of view to be adequately represented before the ruling autho-
rities.
m
The genius of Romesh Dutt manifested itself in diverse
fields, as this brief account of his life and works indicates.
To all these fields he made substantial and lasting contribu-
tions and in many of them he was well ahead of his times.
It is difficult to measure these contributions in absolute
terms, and even more difficult to assess their comparative
value. If a comparative assessment has to be made, how-
ever, his work in the economic field would probably stand
out as his most outstanding contribution, to the future of the
country. His contribution to Bengali literature and his rese-
arches in Ancient Indian History were substantial, but his
two volumes of Economic History and his Famines in
India undoubtedly influenced more than any of his other
works the future course of the national movement in the
country. These books revealed facts of lasting interest, and
outlined a point of view the force of which lapse of time
has not dimmed. It can, of course, be argued that his econo-
mic works did not outline any economic programme based
on social justice, but that was not the object of these writ-
ings. He was concerned more with historical analysis of

